
Thank you for your interest in Juniper Ridge Community School! 

The information in this packet should be helpful in introducing you to the principles and 
philosophies that make us unique and also help guide you through the application and 
enrollment process.  

We are delighted to be part of one of the fastest growing educational movements and school 
initiatives worldwide. The first Waldorf School started in 1919 in Stuttgart, Germany and has 
since spread around the globe. By being a Charter Public School through School District 51, we 
are able to offer this excellent curriculum and educational experience tuition free to all 
students in Mesa County. 

Our curriculum offers a developmentally appropriate, experiential approach to education to 
inspire life-long learning and to enable students to fully develop their natural capacities at each 
developmental stage. The curriculum is designed to serve students from the Early Childhood 
years through High School and is dedicated to supporting the natural and distinctively different 
development of the child by integrating fine and practical arts and movement with a rigorous 
academic program, starting in the elementary grades. Our curriculum is designed to meet each 
stage of development physically, emotionally, intellectually, and socially.  

We encourage you to visit our website at www.juniperridgeschool.org for a wealth of 

information about Waldorf education and a glimpse of our community. If you have any specific 

curriculum or enrollment questions, please call (970) 986-8219 or email 

info@juniperridgeschool.org.  

We look forward to hearing from you and welcoming you to the Juniper Ridge Community! 

Redefining Education 



Admission and Enrollment Information 
2020-2021 

Being a publicly funded D51 charter school, enrollment in JRCS is open to all students of the Grand 

Valley.  Open enrollment for the 2020-2021 school year begins March 2, 2020 and will close March 

31, 2020. Families interested in Juniper Ridge Community School are asked to complete the following 

enrollment process. 

First, attend a JRCS Enrollment Tour and Information Meeting.  Enrollment Tours are available for 

adults at 9:00 am on Thursdays throughout the school year. During your visit, you will learn about the 

curriculum and teaching methods, see the campus, and have the opportunity to ask questions. Please 

call our office at (970) 986-8219 to RSVP. 

Next, return the Juniper Ridge Community School Enrollment Application and all required paperwork 

to the office during open enrollment between March 2-31, 2020.  All complete applications will be 

reviewed and entered onto the lottery list. 

In some cases, before placement can be confirmed, parents may be asked to attend a meeting with 

administration to review the student’s needs and the school’s expectations. 

A lottery will be held April 3, 2020.  Any students not given a spot following the enrollment process 

will be placed on a waiting list in the order their name is drawn in the lottery. In the event that your 

child is put on the wait list you will contacted by telephone when a space becomes available.  Once 

offered, you will have 24 hours to accept the seat. After the lottery, enrollment will be on a first 

come, first served basis. If no spots are available, students will be placed on the waitlist in the order 

they are received. 

There is a $160.00 non-refundable materials fee per student each school year, which is due by August 

14, 2020 for the 2020-2021 school year. The material fee goes toward purchasing classroom materials 

and school supplies for the children’s use. Although additional items may be needed for students (i.e. 

indoor shoes), students and parents will not be asked to provide school supplies at the beginning of 

the year.  If the materials fee is a financial hardship, payment plans are available. Please contact 

Lynne at lhabberfield@juniperridgeschool.org or (970) 986-8219 as soon as possible. 

Children must be 5 years of age on or before June 1, 2020 to be eligible for our Kindergarten classes. 

For First grade registration, students will need to have turned 6 on or before June 1, 2020.   

The school day begins at 8:10 a.m. and ends at 3:40 p.m., Monday – Thursday.  On Fridays, the school 
day begins at 8:10 a.m. and ends at 12:20 p.m.  

All up-to-date forms, calendars, and information is available on the “Parent Page” under the “My 
JRCS” tab on our website at www. juniperridgeschool.org. 

Please fill out the application form completely and return to Juniper Ridge Community School at 615 

Community Lane, Grand Junction, CO 81506.  For more information please go to 

www.juniperridgeschool.org or call 970-986-8219.  

mailto:lhabberfield@juniperridgeschool.org
http://www.juniperridgeschool.org/


Juniper Ridge Community School 
Enrollment Application 

Student Information 

Last Name First Name Middle Name 

Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY) 

(If applying for Kindergarten or First Grade, please see age requirement 
paragraph in attached letter.)

Gender 

M___ F___ 

Grade (2020-2021) 

*Must turn 5 on or before 6/1/20 for Kindergarten enrollment. 
*Must turn 6 on or before 6/1/20 for First Grade enrollment

Currently Homeschooled? 

Y____ N____ 

Has Student previously attended a District 51 School?  

 Y____ N____  

Has the child ever received Special Education Services (IEP) 
or been through an Intervention process?      

 Y____ N____  

Last School Attended: Is there a sibling currently enrolled at JRCS? 
Y___ N___  Name:___________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Information 

Last Name First name Relationship 

Address City State Zip 

Mailing Address (if different) City State Zip 

Home Phone Cell Phone Email Address 

Employer Work Phone 

Last Name First name Relationship 

Address City State Zip 

Mailing Address (if different) City State Zip 

Home Phone Cell Phone Email Address 

Employer Work Phone 

Who does the child reside with? 



Juniper Ridge Community School 
Enrollment Application 

Names of Siblings 

Last Name First Name Grade 
(2020-2021

Date of Birth 
(MM/DD/YYYY)

Interested in 
attending JRCS? 

Y____ N____ 

Last Name First Name Grade 
(2020-2021

Date of Birth 
(MM/DD/YYYY)

Interested in 
attending JRCS? 

Y____ N____ 

Last Name First Name Grade 
(2020-2021

Date of Birth 
(MM/DD/YYYY)

Interested in 
attending JRCS? 

Y____ N____ 

Please tell us why you want to enroll your child in Juniper Ridge Community School. 

Please tell us about your child. (Please attach additional pages if needed.) 

How did you hear about Juniper Ridge? 

I attest that the information provided is true to the best of my knowledge. I have read and understand the Juniper Ridge Community 
School’s enrollment policy.   

I aware that my contact information will shared with the JRCS Parent Council and class parents to be used for official school use only. 

If I choose to opt out of this, I will email tmyers@juniperridgeschool.org and ask to have my information not shared.  

Parent/Guardian Signature _____________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:tmyers@juniperridgeschool.org


 
JRCS Parent Expectations & Agreement 

2019-2020 
 

 

 
 

Juniper Ridge Community School Parent Expectations 
 
I support the stance of JRCS that education of children is a partnership between school and home.  This 
agreement defines my responsibilities as a parent in that partnership and the parent expectations in regards 
to having my child/ren at Juniper Ridge Community School. 

 
Parent Evenings 
Four times during the school year, parents are expected to meet in the classroom as a parent body together 
with their child’s teacher. At these meetings, parents gain insights into the classroom experience, view and 
hear about work the children have covered, as well as work to come. It is an opportunity to ask questions of a 
grade-specific nature (as opposed to questions about your child). The focus of these meetings is to inform 
parents about what is being taught, how it is being taught, and why we are doing it in this manner. In addition, 
the teacher will discuss what parents can do to support the work of the classroom. Parent Council will arrange 
to have childcare available here at the school. 
 
I understand that these meetings are mandatory and at least one parent/guardian from our family will attend. 
 
Volunteering/Helping Out 
I realize that so much of the life of the school beyond the teaching in the classroom is dependent upon parents 
stepping forward to volunteer and help out.  I will find events and times where I can, at least three times in 
the year, volunteer either in the classroom, at a special event, or with Parent Council. 
 
Waldorf Curriculum and Parent Enrichment 
I am aware that Juniper Ridge follows a Waldorf inspired curriculum.  When I have questions about the “whys 
& hows” of this curriculum, I will seek out an answer either from my child’s teacher, Administration, or from 
the Pedagogical Council.   
 
I understand that JRCS will hold various Parent Enrichment evenings throughout the year. I will attend at least 
one Parent Enrichment evening each year. 
 
Starting Times in the Grades 
I understand that children need to arrive by 8:10 am and be in their seats, ready begin instruction by 8:20 am.  
I realize that late students disrupt the flow of the morning activities and that numerous late students in a class 
force the teacher to delay instruction for everyone. JRCS follows SD51 attendance policies which are described 
in the JRCS Family Handbook. 
 
Homework 
I understand that each teacher has different expectations for homework. I will find out what all of my child’s 
teacher’s expectations are regarding homework and keep my child on track.  When my child is missing 
assignments or not understanding the work, I will schedule an appointment with my child’s teacher to discuss 



how to support my child. I will ensure that when my child brings items such as main lesson books and musical 
instruments home to work on, that they are returned to school the very next day. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 
There are two mandatory parent-teacher conferences at JRCS; one in the fall, and a student-led conference in 
the spring.  I will attend both of these conferences.  

Festivals 
I understand that the Waldorf Curriculum offers a number of rich cultural festivals primarily based around 
seasonal changes.  I understand that I am welcome to attend and participate in these festivals and I will strive 
to support these special occasions by volunteering in ways that I am capable (i.e. preparation, day of festival 
participation, clean-up).   

Music Program 
I assure that my child will have his/her instrument in school on lesson days and practice his/her instrument at 
home with the regularity requested by the music teacher.  

Media Influences 
I understand that Juniper Ridge aligns itself with the media guidelines recommended by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics.  Sending my children to Juniper Ridge is making a commitment that I will adhere to the 
following media guidelines as stated by the AAP.  I will create “screen free” zones at home, making sure there 
are no televisions, computers or video games in my children’s bedrooms, and that we will turn off the TV 
during dinner.  I will strive to limit my children’s media/screen/phone/news exposure to no more than one 
hour per day, and ensure that what they view and hear is age-appropriate and of a high quality in regards to 
its content.  I will encourage my children to spend more time in outdoor play, reading, completing homework, 
instrument practice, and using their imaginations in free play.  

Dress Code and Dressing for the Weather 
I will read through the Juniper Ridge Dress Code together with my child/ren.  I will help my child to make 
appropriate choices when buying clothing for school, as well as in the morning when dressing for school.  I will 
review and make sure my children abide by the guidelines around personal grooming.  I will bring any 
questions not covered in the Dress Code either to my child’s teacher or to the administration. 

I understand that if my child wears something to school that does not follow the JRCS dress code, I may be 
called to bring them a replacement item. 

I understand that JRCS students will play outside during all types of weather will ensure that they are dressed 
properly for the weather each day.  

I will supply indoor shoes for my child to wear. 

Eating healthy 
I will provide my child/ren with healthy snacks and nutritional meals every day at school.  I will limit the 
amount of sugary foods I give my children while at school, as delineated in the Family Handbook. 

The Family Handbook 
I will familiarize myself with the JRCS Family Handbook and refer to it as needed.  I will abide by its guidelines 
and address any questions or disagreements I have to the administration. 



JRCS Parent Expectations & Agreement 
2020-2021 

I have read all of the JRCS Parent Expectations & Agreement and agree to abide by the terms as stated. 

This agreement is for the following children enrolled at Juniper Ridge: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Signed _____________________________    Date ____________________ 
 Parent/guardian 

Signed _____________________________    Date ____________________ 
 Parent/guardian 



JRCS Dress Code 
2020-2021

Dress Code 
Juniper Ridge Community School recognizes that all students have an intrinsic worth based 
upon who they are and not what they wear. Whether we intend to or not, clothing is used both 
as an external expression of our own individuality, as well as an expression of the groups we 
align ourselves with. The school expects students to maintain a neat and well-groomed 
appearance and to dress in the spirit of the code outlined below. Styles must not interfere with 
the educational process nor present a safety hazard as determined by the faculty. 

The dress code at Juniper Ridge is guided by three criteria: 

1. Safety

2. To minimize peer pressure

3. To minimize distraction

The standards of dress are as follows. This applies to all clothing and personal items such as 

hats, purses, bags, backpacks, and lunch boxes. 

KINDERGARTEN AND GRADES 1 - 8 
1. No logos, emblems, pictures or graphics of any kind larger than the size of a credit card

(2” x 3.5”). Clothing with writing and/or pictures portraying characters or logos which
have as a primary purpose advertising a product, movie, television show, etc. are
prohibited. If an article of clothing not listed becomes a classroom/school distraction,
the teacher may request that the clothing not be worn to school. The exceptions to this
are JRCS t-shirts and JRCS event related clothing.

2. Designs or styles judged by their teachers to be vulgar, offensive, or suggestive are not
allowed, nor is anything that promotes tobacco, alcohol, drugs, firearms, media, or gang
affiliation.

3. No clothing displaying a message that the class teacher determines to be

distracting (e.g., "I’d rather be playing video games").

4. Midriffs must be covered.  No spaghetti straps.  Tank tops must have a two finger width.

5. All clothing must have a hemmed or finished edge (no cutoffs, or frayed edges.)
Children may not wear intentionally torn clothing to school.  Underwear may not be
visible.

6. Shorts, dresses, and skirts may not be shorter than 3 inches above the knee.

7. All clothing must be of the appropriate size, fitting and covering appropriately, no see- 
through shirts, nothing baggy or sagging (e.g. the crotch at the knee look) or excessively
tight fitting.

8. Appropriate shoes for walking, running, jumping and playing must be worn for all games
classes, gardening and recesses. Children who come in open-toed sandals will need to
keep a second pair of shoes at school for outdoor activities. Shoes for outdoor wear
must have a closed toe and heel support, be the correct size and fit appropriately.

9. Acceptable styles are tennis shoes with tied laces or zippers/Velcro or closed toed



JRCS Dress Code 
2019-2020 

sandals (e.g. keens or similar styles). 

10. Laces/Velcro must be tied/secured and stay fastened.

11. No flip-flops, platforms, crocs, rubber clogs, or high-heeled shoes are not to be worn

as outdoor shoes. No shoes with lights or rollers/wheels, even if wheels are removed.

12. Clothing should be suitable for both classroom and outdoor play, including games,
woodworking and gardening. Clothing should be suitable to the weather. In the winter,
dress children in layers to allow for the cold mornings and warmer afternoons.

13. Items intended to be worn outdoors, such as sunglasses, hats, caps, heavy

sweatshirts, gloves, etc., are not to be worn indoors.

14. Hats are intended to protect the child from the elements, not as an expression of
style. No head coverings (i.e. bandanas, scarves, etc.) may be worn in classes.
(Religious exceptions allowed).

15. Hair must be its natural color.  Hair will be clean, neat, and out of the face. No extreme
haircuts, head-shaving, partial head-shaving, hair carving, mohawks, faux-hawks, or the
like. Exceptions may be made on a case-by-case basis upon consultation and approval
of the administration.

16. For safety reasons we discourage the wearing of jewelry. Piercing is allowed on the
ears only, dangling earrings may not be worn by students at any time. (please enforce
this too) We request that students in second grade and under do not wear watches to
school.

17. Students in early childhood and lower elementary programs are not permitted to wear
make-up. Students in grades 7 and up may wear light makeup in natural colors
tastefully applied as determined by their teacher. Something for the sixth graders to
look forward to!

18. Tattoos are prohibited. If a temporary tattoo has been applied, it must be washed

off prior to coming to school.

Consequences for being out of dress code include: 

◻ Cover clothing with another article of clothing.

◻ Child will be asked to remove article of clothing and replace with another. Lost
and found clothing may be provided.

◻ Parents/guardians may be called to bring appropriate clothing.

◻ Parents/Guardians will be asked to return hair to natural color or re-cut hair that is

out of compliance.

Please take the time to clarify with your child what portion of his/her wardrobe is school 
appropriate.  Support your child in learning the difference between what they wear at school 
and what they wear at home and with friends. Questions can be directed to your child’s 
teacher or the administrative office. 



JRCS Dress Code 
2020-2021

Dressing for the weather 
The children will have outside recesses during all but the most severe of weather conditions. 
We require that the children come dressed appropriate to the outdoor weather conditions, 
and in layers, so they can be comfortable in the classroom as well. Classroom shoes (slippers or 
other indoor shoes) are required in all grades to minimize the amount of mud that is tracked in 
and out of the buildings. 

Classroom Shoes and the Battle of the Mud 

In the wet weather, managing the mud is a daily challenge. We want to be able to contain the 

mud to the hallways.  Students, and after them their teachers, clean the classrooms every day 

at the end of the school day. When muddy shoes and boots are allowed into the work and liv- 

ing space of the classroom, the cleanliness and aesthetics are negatively impacted. For this rea- 

son, all teachers are requiring that every student has a pair of indoor classroom shoes that do 

not go outside. This can be in the form of a slipper, or simply an extra pair of shoes that are put 

on when entering the room and taken off again when going out to play. We thank you for your 

understanding and cooperation around this issue. 

To help us cope with seasonal situations where mud is around for more than a few days, we 
offer the following guidelines: 

1. It is essential that every child has classroom shoes. Obviously, a child coming in from

recess with wet and muddy shoes, whether intentionally muddy or not, must leave

them in the hallway to avoid tracking dirt into the classrooms. Please make sure your

child has a usable pair at school. Socks are not enough, since wet shoes usually mean

wet socks as well.

2. Send rain/mud boots for our most sloppy days during a thaw period.

3. Except in the clear case of an accident, we are not allowing children to call home for

a change of clothing. We have told them to stay out of the mud, and there are

natural consequences to their disobeying. We ask that you reinforce this as well and

ask your children to stay out of the mud while at school. If they hear this from you as

well as from us, they are more likely to get the message.



JRCS Dress Code 
2020-2021

4. When children come in from recess tracking mud, we expect them to clean up

after themselves. Please repeat this expectation to them, at least in respect to

school, so they realize you also hold them responsible for cleaning up after

themselves.

5. If you are concerned about your child being muddy and uncomfortable from recess

time onwards, we welcome you to send a clean set of clothing to be kept in their

backpack at school. We will allow children to change who have a change here.



 

What is a Waldorf Charter School?                                                                                                Juniper Ridge Community School 

 
 

What is a Waldorf Charter School? 
A public Waldorf Charter school is a public school that is funded using state funds and  

subject to state and federal laws, but locally controlled allowing for greater freedom  

in curriculum, methods, and approach to teaching. 

 Juniper Ridge Community 
School 

Private Waldorf Schools Traditional Public Schools 

Access Tuition-free, publicly funded 
 

All abilities, backgrounds, and 
demographics welcome and 
accepted through the lottery 

 
Parents chose to send children to 

charter school 

Charge for tuition 
 

Selective admissions 
 

Parents chose to send children to 
private school 

Tuition-free 
 

Accepts all students within 
geographic area 

Content Cover all state required core 
standards, Waldorf curriculum, 

plus specialty classes 

Cover traditional Waldorf 
curriculum plus specialty classes 

Cover state required core 
standards 

Curriculum Matches content with child’s 
development 

 
Includes global stories, arts, 

culture, traditions, and myths 
 

Learning is approached in an 
imaginative and artistic manner 

Matches content with child’s 
development 

 
Includes global stories, arts, 

culture, traditions, and myths 
 

Learning is approached in an 
imaginative and artistic manner 

Early academics 

Methods Hands-on 
 

Integrated, arts rich approach to 
academics 

 
Students create their own texts 

 
Nature-based 

 
Slow tech 

Hands-on 
 

Integrated, arts rich approach to 
academics 

 
Students create their own texts 

 
Nature-based 

 
Slow tech 

Subjects taught individually 
 

Workbooks and worksheets, 
drills 

 
Computers used for 

instruction 



 

What is a Waldorf Charter School?                                                                                                Juniper Ridge Community School 

Assessment  Students tracked on holistic 
learning goals 

 
Portfolios and narrative reports 

document learning 
 

Students complete State-
mandated testing 

Students tracked on holistic 
learning goals 

 
Portfolios and narrative reports 

document learning 

Students are assigned letter 
grades 

 
Students are tracked primarily 

for academic learning goals 
 

Students complete State-
mandated testing 

Community Cooperative and nurturing 
 

Classes stay together with teacher 
for numerous years 

 
Significant family involvement 

Cooperative and nurturing 
 

Classes stay together with 
teacher for numerous years 

 
Significant family involvement 

Comparative and competitive 
 

New teacher and class each 
year 

Teachers State certified, high qualified 
teachers in every class 

 
Waldorf certified teachers (or 

teachers in training) in every class 
 

Craft artistic lessons based on 
student needs 

Waldorf certified teachers (or 
teachers in training) in every class 

 
Craft artistic lessons based on 

student needs 

State certified, high qualified 
teachers in every class 

 
Teach pre-set curriculum as 

required by districts 

 

 



 

 
A B O U T  P U B L I C  W A L D O R F  E D U C A T I O N  

Want more information on Waldorf Education? 

Check out some of these excellent resources. 

 
Articles 

 Waldorf-Inspired Public Schools Are on the Rise  (Edutopia) 

 Waldorf Education in Public Schools (Harvard Education Letter) 

 Waldorf Schools – (The Atlantic) 

 The Wisdom of Waldorf 

 Waldorf 101 (Christopherus Homeschool Resources) 

 What’s Waldorf? (Waldorf Answers) 

 Enrollment Up in No-Test, No-Tech School (CnnHealth) 

 What is Waldorf Education? by Stephen Sagarin 
  

Books 

 Understanding Waldorf Education: Teaching from the Inside Out by Jack Petrash 

 School as a Journey by Torin Finser 

 Simplicity Parenting by Kim John Payne 

 
Websites 

 Why Waldorf Works 

 Waldorf Answers 

 The Alliance for Public Waldorf Education 

 The Waldorf Research Institute 

 Core Principles of Public Waldorf Education 
 

Waldorf in the News 

 The Waldorf Way: Silicon Valley school eschews technology  –  NBC Nightly News (Nov 2011) 

 A Silicon Valley School that doesn’t compute – New York Times (Oct 2011) 

 

Please visit our website at: www.juniperridgeschool.org >> Our School >> About Public Waldorf 

Education to access these articles, websites, news stories. 

http://www.edutopia.org/waldorf-public-school-morse
http://hepg.org/hel-home/issues/27_6/helarticle/waldorf-education-in-public-schools_515
http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/99sep/9909waldorf.htm
https://matthew-pardini-njju.squarespace.com/s/The-Wisdom-of-Waldorf.pdf
http://www.christopherushomeschool.org/waldorf_101.htm
http://www.waldorfanswers.org/OnSalonArticle.html
http://sanjayguptamd.blogs.cnn.com/2013/08/26/enrollment-up-in-no-test-no-tech-school-3/
http://ssagarin.blogspot.com/2009/11/what-is-waldorf-education.html
http://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Waldorf-Education-Teaching-Inside/dp/0876592469
http://www.waldorfbooks.com/item_489.htm
http://www.waldorfbooks.com/item_2819.htm
http://www.whywaldorfworks.org/
http://www.waldorfanswers.org/
http://www.allianceforpublicwaldorfeducation.org/
http://www.waldorfresearchinstitute.org/
http://www.allianceforpublicwaldorfeducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Exhibit-A-single-page.pdf
http://dailynightly.nbcnews.com/_news/2011/11/30/9118340-the-waldorf-way-silicon-valley-school-eschews-technology
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/23/technology/at-waldorf-school-in-silicon-valley-technology-can-wait.html?_r=2&pagewanted=all
http://www.juniperridgeschool.org/
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